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Aims of the Machinery Directive

• to ensure free circulation of machinery on the
internal market

• to ensure a high level of protection of users and
other exposed persons against the risks

• to ensure safety by design
• it promotes harmonisation through a combination

of mandatory health and safety requirements and
voluntary harmonised standards.

• Directive 2006/42/EC was published on 9th June
2006 and it is applicable from 29th December 2009,
replacing the Machinery Directive 98/37/EC.
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Machinery Directive
1.1.2 Principles of safety integration

(b) In selecting the most appropriate methods, the 
manufacturer or his authorised representative must 
apply the following principles, in the order given:

eliminate or reduce risks as far as possible 
(inherently safe machinery design and construction),

take the necessary protective measures in relation to
risks that cannot be eliminated,

inform users of the residual risks due to any 
shortcomings of the protective measures adopted, 
indicate whether any particular training is required and
specify any need to provide personal protective 
equipment.
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Machinery Directive
1.5.8 Noise

Machinery must be designed and constructed in 
such a way that risks resulting from the emission of 
airborne noise are reduced to the lowest level, taking
into account of technical progress and the 
availability of means of reducing noise at source.

The requirement deals with risks associated with the 
exposure of machinery operators and other persons to 
noise generated by machinery.

The lower the noise emission from machinery, the easier it
is for users to respect the exposure limits set by Directive
2003/10/EC [Directive on minimum health + safety requirements regarding the exposure of workers
to the risks arising from physical agents (noise)]

No limits set by the Machinery Directive, but certain 
categories of machinery are subject to noise emission 
limits set by the Noise Directive 2000/14/EC



European Commission
Enterprise and Industry
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Machinery Directive 2nd Edition of the Guide to application of
the Machinery Directive 2006/42/EC
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Literature [From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia]

(from Latin litterae (plural); letter) is the art of written works…Literally
translated, the word literature means "acquaintance with letters" (as in
the "arts and letters").
Sales Literature [literature research]

Printed materials (booklets, brochures, catalogs, charts, manuals,
material safety data sheets, price list, technical data sheets, 

testimonials from satisfied customers etc. to be used as selling aids.
Material written by a person, organisation, institution etc. selling a
product, which informs potential buyers of the product and its benefits,
which is designed to help to sell a product or service.
The term sales literature includes any communication (whether in
writing, by radio, or by television) used by any person to offer to sell or
induce the sale of a products or service.
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